QUACK   DOCTORS   IN   INDIA
strict disciples still adhere to the rules and classifications
of the Vedic text.
During the course of the centuries, many very useful
drugs have been found in India—kurchi, nux vomica, and
others just as helpful when properly used. To the Ayur-
vedic doctors modern medicine owes this debt; but the
tragedy one so often sees among these physicians them-
selves is a complete lack of diagnosis and a consequent
misuse of drugs, very often to the detriment of the patient.
How often have I seen a tubercular patient hurried to
an early death by the large dose of belladonna given him
by the Ayurvedic fraternity. Belladonna stops a cough,
certainly; but it stops at the same time the chief chance
that the patient has of getting rid of his infection. In
matters such as these the Ayurvedic physician, though
more civilized in his methods, is no more beneficent in
his results than the vaittyan of the village. But in some
things, such as massage, diet, exercise, rest, and in what
might be described as physical medicine, the Ayurvedic
system was right in front of that of the West, until recently.
An Ayurvedic college has been established in Madras,
and if it takes to research, insists on accurate diagnosis,
and applies scientific methods to investigate the effect of
• drugs on disease, it may make for real advance in medical
science and be of great benefit to a large section of the
human race. If it fails to do this, and the system remains
traditional as in the past, it will be a very sad affair, for
there are—and probably always will be—millions in India
who trust to the Ayurvedic doctors.
These, then, are the ways in which the Indian villager,
throughout many centuries, has got his medical treatment.
To doctors of these sorts, in the vast majority of cases, he
still entrusts himself, for the properly qualified and regis-
tered doctors in India are still totally insufficient for the
treatment of India's millions. First, and least harmful,
is the Ayurvedic man, traditional and conventional and
usually entirely unscientific. The village vaittyan, super-

